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Ecological Harms

Political Manipulation

Social Marginalisation

Economic Exploitation



Tech Ethics

Design Ethics

AI Ethics



Approaches

Deontologist orientation
Principles, Codes of Ethics

Consequentialist orientation
Risk assessments, Bias detection, Foresight

Value & Virtue oriented
Value frameworks



Critiques

Ethics washing & shopping
Toothless & pretentious

Only technical fixes, no social & political 
sensitivity
Superficial & insufficient

Difficult to translate in context & no proper 
moral guidance
Unactionable & ineffective
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This project looks to…

Develop situated and practice-oriented 
ways of considering ethics as an 

integral part of the design process, 
a way of doing and making 
that is  constantly enacted 

contextually and relation-dependently
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This project looks to…

recognising politics
dialogue of relations of power within the 

social spaces that designers occupy, as well 
as the spaces that designed technology 

might be deployed in

attend to particularity & plurality
Attention to human activities as particular 

and diverse, rather than generalisable

engage iteratively and ongoing 
Process of reflection on impact and purpose 

as an ongoing process of care rather than 
isolated solutionist interventions
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This project looks to…

imaginaries as frames for 

what is considered reasonable, 
attainable and desirable 

how designers position their own practice 
and abilities as morally relevant.

what is considered as relevant when 
engaging in moral deliberation

By Investigation of ethics in everyday 
practice through a lense of sociotechnical 
imaginaries of “the good life” embedded in 

design practice.
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see as possible?
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Prototype methods 
work with, expand, or redirect imaginaries 
can we include a relational feminist care 
approach to ethics?

Investigate spaces
enable designers to enact ethics as a 
practice at their places of practice



Opening the shiny box and pulling out the relations.
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Study of Designerly AI Imaginaries

What kind of interpretations of a “good life” do 
designers reproduce when designing products 

within the imaginaries that shape their 
understanding of AI? 



Study of Designerly AI Imaginaries

case study 
industry foresight workshop series 

with the topic AI and sustainability

conceptual framework 

device paradigm by Borgmann [1984] 

empirically informed model
construction process of the 

resulting sociotechnical imaginary



automatic ethics by another name

Greater Good - Balance and Harmony

Insight - having all the necessary information 

required for a specific context

Evaluation - valuing different interests, 

needs, positions etc. against each other

Accountability - ensuring overarching 

correct conduct according to the previous 

two prerequisites.

Layers of Construction - Moral Evaluation, 

Ontological Assumption, Projected capability



Opening the shiny box and pulling out the relations.



How we can create spaces and methods that 

enable designers to move from a utility 
based perspectives towards technology 

towards a care centric approach, and 

expand from a user-centric perspective 

towards relational sensitivity when 

designing complex perceptive systems?

Methods
theatre-based speculative role-play 
workshop, using live-theater components 
and speculative time-travel narratives



Multiplicity of Voices
Who has which capacities to act? 

Situatedness
What are the parameters of action? 

Interdependencies
Care-full entanglements highlight trust an 

emergent quality of situated 

interdependencies and tensions.

Performativity
Acting out vulnerabilities in automated 

systems. 



Opening the shiny box and pulling out the relations.



How do these values play out in practice? 

Planned case study 
Co-creating Ethic Levers @Responsible 

Sensing Lab AMS & City of Amsterdam

Project
Amsterdam for all

designing a route planner for 

wheelchair users
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